Lymphocyte adherence in multiple sclerosis: lack of virus specificity.
The virus specificity of adherence of peripheral blood mononuclear leukocytes from patients with multiple sclerosis and from age- and sex-matched healthy volunteers to tissue culture cells infected with measles virus, Newcastle disease virus, and vesicular stomatitis virus was studied. Lymphocyte adherence to uninfected cells is uniformly low (5-15% tissue culture cells with greater than 3 lymphocytes adhered). Adherence to cells infected with virus is enhanced 2- to 4-fold in controls and 2- to 10-fold in patients with multiple sclerosis. Virus-specific antigen, antiserum, and receptor, at least in part, inhibited adherence to all cells tested. It is concluded from these studies that increased lymphocyte adherence in multiple sclerosis is not measles virus specific.